Will The 2019 Shelby GT500 Be A 200-MPH Beast?

Like the hull of a ship, once a leak springs, others seem to follow quickly until there is no denying the water coming in. Such is the case with the seemingly inevitable 2019 Shelby GT500. After months of rumors, a series of online leaks have confirmed the car exists and is powered by a supercharged 5.2-liter V8. More recently some internet sleuthing revealed more details and facets of the forthcoming Ford Performance halo Mustang, including a potential 200-mph top speed.
According to screen caps from Ford’s service portal that are floating around the interwebs (check out the gallery below), those huge brakes we showed you recently will clamp down on carbon pads. Those huge stoppers and robust pad material are apparently necessary as the speedometer calibration information suggests a top speed in excess of 200 mph.
Since the last GT500, which was produced back in 2014, was built for 200-MPH speed, it should be no surprise that its successor is set up to at least equal that capability. The last Shelby also featured launch control designed to maximize its acceleration from a standing start, it shouldn’t be a surprise that the 2019 model will include a Launch Control as well as Drag Strip Mode like its Mustang GT little brother, but does that mean there will be an automatic transmission in the tunnel? Those leaks have yet to spring.
Also of interest is an apparent ability to deliver shifting information to a heads-up display, which might just be the familiar digital dash but it could mark the first appearance of a true HUD in a Mustang. 
Finally of note, is the suggestion that the 2019 Mustang lineup is only three strong, which include the EcoBoost 2.3, the Gen 3 Coyote 5.0-liter, and the new 5.2-liter Predator V8. Notably absent is the naturally aspirated Voodoo 5.2-liter engine. With previous information suggesting the GT350 would continue, does this mean the Voodoo-powered machine has cast its final spell?
Each bit of information we learn about the next Shelby creates even more questions and some of those might be answered in less than two weeks at the North American International Auto Show.
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Captions:
1 (rendering)
Almost as plentiful as leaked information about the forthcoming Shelby GT500 are artist renderings taking an illustrated guess at what it might look like. While most are like more aggressively styled than a production car ever would be, they serve to stoke the passion of enthusiasts in lieu of the real deal.

2 (brakes)
[bookmark: _GoBack]We knew the next GT500 would have these huge brakes, but we now know they are fitted with carbon-ceramic pads designed to whoa the top-of-the-line Mustang down from a potential 200-MPH top speed.
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